Technetium-99m pyrophosphate uptake in spontaneously occurring perimyocardial lesions in an inbred strain of DBA/2 mice.
The spontaneous occurrence of perimyocardial calcification localized in the right ventricle has been reported in an inbred strain of DBA/2 mice. In this paper we examined the correlation between the myocardial uptake ratio of technetium-99m pyrophosphate (99mTc-PYP) and pathological findings in these mice ranging in age from one to 12 months and became lower with age, while calcification and fibrosis in the perimyocardium of the right ventricle became more prominent in aged mice. This may be due to an insidious onset of degeneration with calcification and fibrosis in spontaneously occurring perimyocardial lesions in these mice. Persistent abnormal uptake of 99mTc-PYP observed in the present study suggests the usefulness of such scintigrams in the diagnosis of chronic perimyocardial disease.